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Just an hour journey away from the city of Bordeaux is

Saint-Emilion, which is a charming medieval village
producing world-famous wineries, and awarded as a
UNESCO world heritage site in 1999. This is a place
where fine wine, beautiful architecture and great

monuments are a perfect match.



Saint-Emilion isn’t much of a secret with wine lovers. It’s known for its
Grand Cru wine and it is actually one of Bordeaux’s largest winemaking
appellations. Despite this, some of the churches here date back as far as
the 12" century. Thus, even for those who are not a wine drinker, this is
a town worth to spend a half-day or a day to explore the ideal mix of 5

history and excellent food and drink over here.
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5-3-4. The Great Wall

The Great Wall, or also known as Les Grandes Murailles, is the last remnant of a 12th-century Dominican
monastery. The Dominicans are part of "mendicant”" monks, which by tradition they are relying on charitable
donations and begging to survive. There are certain rules to be applied to a Dominican monastery, which is
the building and the church shouldn't exceed certain height. This section of wall proved that Saint-Emilion

mendicant monks were not as poor as their order demanded.

The Great Wall was just simply the north
wall of the church during that time. In fact,
during that time, there was some monastic
buildings and living quarters surrounding it
and the Saint-Julien hospital just beside
them, which proved the legacy of Saint-
Emilion's golden age just before the

hundred year's war of 1337 to 1453 broke

out. Due to this Hundred Year's war, all the
other buildings was demolished leaving
behind the Great Wall the sole standing

memory today of this development.

5-3-5. Bell Tower Square

Bell Tower Square, also known as Place des Creneaux, offers one of the most beautiful views over Saint-
Emilion. The tower, in a Gothic architectural style, which is 133 meters, offers a view of the town and the
Dordogne valley. Once the 196 steps has been climbed, the panorama of the city and surrounding vineyards

can be viewed which promised a breathtaking scenery.
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Chéateau Grand Corbin-Despagne

Chateau Grand Corbin-Despagne is a wine from the Saint-Emilion appellation of the Bordeaux wine region
of France, ranked a Grand Cru in the Classification of Saint-Emilion wine. The winery is located in the
northern part of the Saint-Emilion commune, close to the border of Pomerol. Francois Despagne, who is the
7™ generations of the Despagne family owns the vineyard today. Despagne family has been operating this

vineyard in Saint-Emilion for over 2 centuries.

During the visit to the Chateau, we learned the process of operating a vineyard such as pruning to harvesting.
We also have a chance to visit their fermentation tank inside their chateau. It was an eye-opening experience
and we get the chance to taste their produced wine. The chateau owner was very passionate and patience in
leading us visit and explaining the every detail of the wine producing process. Also, it is cool to see their
wine storage compartment, such an elegant view that I have never seen before. Definitely recommended to

those wine lover.
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Name Palais de la Découverte

Address Avenue Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 75008 Paris, France
Operation Monday: Closed

Hours Tuesday to Saturday: 9.30am — 6.00pm

Sunday: 10am — 7pm
Ticket Price Full rate: €9

Reduced rate: €7 (under 25s, students, over65s)

Happy Hours: €3 (students between 3pm — 6pm, except weekends and school holidays)
<Summary>
Palais de la Découverte is a science museum located in the Grand Palais, situated on Avenue Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, Paris, France. This museum was founded by a French physicist Jean Perrin, who was a Nobel
Prize Recipient in Physics (1926). He studied the Brownian motion which verified Albert Einstein’s
explanation and thereby confirmed the atomic nature of matter honored him the great achievement. Later in
1937 during the international exhibition on “Arts and techniques in modern life”, he created the “Palais de la
Découverte”. His aim was to “bring science to life in the center of Paris” by focusing on hands-on
experiments and spectacular demonstrations. Today, the museum contains permanent exhibits of mathematics,
physics, astronomy, chemistry, geology, and biology, featuring a daily program of some sixty experiment

presentation linked to its exhibitions and events.

What is the main renewable
energy source in France ?

Picture 1 & 2: The interactive learning booth



Picture 3: Biology Section

Picture 5: Physics (Light) Section

Picture 6: Electron show in Physics Section

Picture 7: Presentation show

<Personal Review>

This science museum is very good, suitable for kids and students to explore and experience science here. It
is like the “The Louvre of Science!” The presentation, the models in astronomy, biology, anatomy or other
section are all great. Will be an amazing way to spend a day here if you are a science lover, and this place is
definitely a good place to cultivate children’s interest in the field of science.

The minus point I think is there are only a limited number of exhibition nor presentation in English. Almost

all the information in French. Thus, it is not recommended for those who are not fluent in French.
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The visitation program to France was a great and memorable program as this trip brought me an invaluable
opportunity to explore a European country, and also makes a lot of friends during this trip.

I enjoy joining this program because the schedule arranged is not that packed, and we have enough free time
to explore France and Bordeaux, which gives us valuable experience in tasting wine, western food, shopping
experience etc. The program also allowed us to visit 3 universities and 2 companies. [ personally favour the
visit to the Renault Technocenter and this was also the reason why I aimed to join this program in the
beginning. The visit to Renault given us one of the valuable experience which let us experience the working
culture, environment of one of the largest car manufacturer in Europe. Renault Technocenter is so big which
impressed and amazed me a lot. The building was big which sometimes make me have the feeling being in
another world. Also, the visitation to the universities also gave us some insight about the French’s
curriculum, in which they have preparatory school for engineering course for 2 years and undergraduate
studies for 3 years only. Meanwhile in Japan, we have a 4-year undergraduate study and no preparatory school.
Moreover, their Master studies only 1-year course which is different than Japan 2-year master courses.
Throughout this visitation, I personally found out that their engineering school is more focused on
management and group works for the reason of cultivating team working skills and management skills that
is essential in the future. Nevertheless, in the Sorbonne University, we had a chance to receive two lecture
series, which is Introduction to Design of Experiment (DoE) methods and cold plasma. It was a great
experience because we were taught in French teaching style by their lecturer. I was pretty impressed for the
DoE method taught by Dr Jerome. The DoE method he presented is a good help to the researcher and engineer
because it could apply to our works which save time and costs. Besides the experience gained from the
series of visitation, we also had the free time to visit other places and experienced the local cuisine, French
culture and arts. It was a good chance for us because we visited Bordeaux, which is a city famous of grape
vines and Paris, which is the capital of France. Two cities in France which have different cultures in the arts
and economic activities immersed us in fantastic eye-booming culture and finger-licking tasty cuisine. I am
fortunate to have the chance to join the Saint-Emilion’s wine trip where I can experience the local grape
farming and vineyard. I couldn’t describe my feeling in words and only can say the place was amazing and |
guess I fell in love with red wines and France at the same time!

Last but not least, over this 10-day being together with bunches of Japanese friends, I have nothing to
complain, but only have the feeling of happiness, satisfaction and enjoyment. Every day was full of new and
fresh information about the France and enjoyment plus excitement from everyone in the program. We crazy,
we laughed, we played and we enjoyed almost everything together. Despite having different educational
backgrounds, we still have a lot of fun together and this is also one of the plus points which I get from joining
the program. I just can say that I cannot be luckier than that time while in France. This is the first time I
visited Europe countries and the memory is so wonderful. This program makes me even more fascinated with
Europe, and I hope one day I will have the chances to visit other European countries as well. Shout out to the
GSEC office for making this program happened and also my sincere appreciation to all who joining this

program for those fun and wonderful that we spent together. Memory is beautiful because of you =) Thank
you! (Bt 15/ T¥ke A —ArF—a-—x)
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