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Seattle is the largest city in the state of Washington, the e, - \—A“’\//Jv\

northeastern most state that bordered Canada, with the size i

of 369.2 square kilometers which is around the same size as VD'

Saitama city of Japan. It has estimated population of 713,700 -,
in 2017 making the population density of around 3,300 F\’\

people per square kilometer. Compared to Tokyo with almost
double population density of around 6,300 people per
square kilometer, Seattle is a relatively peaceful city.

Seattle has the Olympic mountains and Puget sound on its west and lake Washington on
its east. The location makes Seattle a hilly city with relatively warm and humid climate. “It
rains 9 months a year in Seattle” said a character in the city’s iconic movie, Sleepless in
Seattle (1993) and most Seattleites, the residents of Seattle, would agree.

Seattle is governed by mayor-council system which is a common form of local government
of big cities in United States of America. The current (March, 2018) Seattle mayor since
November 2017 is Jenny Durkan. She is the second female Seattle mayor following Bertha
Knight Landes in 1926. Durkan is also the first lesbian Seattle mayor. This emphasizes the
city’s reputation as a liberal city.

Today’s Seattle has an image of being a base for many technology companies and a city for
youngsters. However, the city had v = =~ vay through fluctuating history until
these days. Understanding more about its history will make it easier to understand its
current situation as well.

Seattle is originally dominated by native
American, namely  Duwamish  and
Suquamish tribes. The first European that
came across the land was George Vancouver

who has Vancouver, Washington named
after him. However, the important group
that was credited for founding Seattle since

1851 was Denny Party leaded by Arthur A.

Denny. Denny park in Seattle downtown
area was named after him. The city of Seattle took its name from chief Seattle or Sealth the
leader of Duwamish and Suquamish tribes. He made peaceful interaction with the
European settlers that Doc Maynard persuaded settlers to name the new constructed city
after him. The left profile of chief Seattle is featured in the corporate seal of the city
together with number 1869 which is the year the city was re-incorporated. Seattle has
several nicknames including emerald city for its green environment, gate way to Alaska, rain
city for its weather and jet city for being the hometown of Boeing company.

Seattle rose and declined economically over and over again throughout the history. The
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first rise was in logging industry. The lumber was fed to sawmill owned by Henry Yesler.
Seattle became an important lumber source for California because of its easy to access bay
and abundant coniferous trees. The need for wood was a result of continuous development
in road and railway.

Big change occurred when Seattle Great fire hit the downtown area in 1889. At that time,
most of the buildings were wooden so they caught fire quickly. The fire started because of
an act of heating glue at around 2.15 a.m. By the time the fire went out at around 3.00 a.m.
25 city blocks were burned. This caused huge economic loss, however, it also brought
positive change to the city. The whole water system was updated including changing the
water provider from private own to city own, increasing the number of fire hydrants and
adding larger pipes. The reconstruction in Pioneer Square also contains big architectural
improvement with new brick buildings instead of the wooden ones.

Seattle was left under depression for years after the United States’ big economic depression
in 1893 or panic of 1893. The second rise started in 1897. This big boom was a result of
Klondike Gold Rush. On July 14, 1897, the biggest gold rush in Yukon and Alaska started
from the news that a ship, S.S Portland, came back from Klondike river, Yukon, Canada
with tons of gold. Seattle took advantage of the event by advertising the city as a perfect
port for gold seekers. A complete set of gold mining equipment was prepared. Local stores
turned into suppliers for cloth and food. Seattle became the main transport and supply
point for the miners in Alaska and the Yukon. The founder of Nordstorm, big department
store in Seattle, John Nordstorm, started his business from money he earned as a gold
seeker in this era. This boom funded many companies and products from Seattle.

A shipbuilding boom started in early 20s and grew big during World War I. Then Seattle
fully turned into a company town. During 1930s, Seattle got struck by great depression. It
leaded to unemployment especially in minorities such as Asian residents. Many lost their
right due to the lack of citizenship status. Many academic institutions lost funding
including University of Washington which tried to earn more money by increasing number
of enrollment.

World War IT brought back jobs to the city. Most business was surrounded around Boeing
aircraft supplying the military. Seattle celebrated its rising economy by hosting 1962
World’s Fair. This event brought in big investment and vitalized the downtown area of
Seattle. After that the city went up and down many economic hills after that. Microsoft
moved into Seattle in 1979 and attracted more technology companies from all over the
country.

Throughout the history, people of Seattle tried so hard to build and develop the city. Now
Seattle is home to many international companies. The city is undergoing big renovation.
Amazon is also building its area in downtown area. Seattle is slowly transforming towards
the next era again. Hope that this change will lead to an uphill economic journey for
Seattle.

History of Seattle can be
learned from Museum of History [ 8 A B —
and Industry (MOHAI). P = ] A ?u-lfgm\; :|, !1-
MOHAI locates North from e L 15“- .@ﬁi’!iﬂ




downtown Seattle next to Lake Union. At MOHAI, the story of Seattle’s development is
displayed in easy-to-understand platform friendly to all ages. Adults can understand the
development of the city in detail from the Native American period until current innovation
from the area while children can play games about Seattle iconic features or even learn
about dogs and cats in history in kids’ zone.

For tourists, Seattle is famous for beautiful scenery along
the coast. Puget sound is a coastal area which received
action from glacier in the past and resulted in narrow sea
between lands. Golden Gardens Park is a public park where
panoramic scenery of the west coast can be seen. The park

P~ includes wetlands, beaches, hiking trails, picnic and
‘»‘ playground areas. It is just one of the examples of many

view spots. If one wants to take an iconic photo with Space
needle and downtown view in it, the local suggested the Kenny park.

Space needle presented as the most iconic landmark of Seattle stands high in Seattle
Center. Space needle was built during preparation of 1962 world’s fair. Since then, its
observation deck is a destination for many tourists that come to the city. Around the needle
there are many tourist attractions. People who like arts can enjoy delicate glass work either
at Chihuly’s garden and glass where you can enjoy glass artwork well-displayed around
beautiful garden or glass blowing factory where you can experience real glass making
experience. One can learn about pop culture in the area including Jimi Hendrix’s story and
many others in Museum of Pop Culture (MoPOP). Nearby, Seattle Children’s museum and
Artists at play playground can be found. The existence of these places in the Seattle Center
reflects how importance children are in the eyes of Seattleites.

Another attraction Starbucks fans will become
crazy about is that the first branch of Starbucks
and its headquarter are in Seattle. The first
Starbuck is a small shop located in Pike Place,
famous public market in Seattle. In the same area,
there are golden pig, literally a gold piggy bank
used to raise fund for area development, gum wall,
a place where people can legally stick gum on the

wall, and many other interesting shops including
left bank books - a community book store,
Metsker maps — a store devoted to maps and travel, and numerous cool restaurants.

tsler
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i Msps
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As mentioned, Seattle is changing to become one of the
world’s biggest technology hub with existence of Amazon
and Microsoft. Amazon is building many buildings in
downtown area, including a futuristic glass domes called
the Spheres. Inside, one can find an exhibition about the
building itself. Most people may wonder if it is a city’s

botanical garden which is partly true. The Spheres is an
office of Amazon which applies the idea that employees work

best in relaxing atmosphere. Therefore, the company created an environment similar to that
of cloud forest in the office and let their people work freely in the forest atmosphere. The
reason they chose cloud forest is because they want the working space to have high enough
humidity that make human feel comfortable. That certain amount of humidity can be
found in tropical area, but the temperature tropical plants need is higher than a comfortable
point for human. Therefore, the solution is to use tropical plants from higher altitude
where both humidity and temperature is perfect for both plants and human.

- i One interesting point about Seattle is that people in the
city seem to be proud of their rainy weather. There are
postcards, magnets even rain globe sold as souvenirs.
Despite of the fact, on a sunny day, musicians will get
out on the street and perform. With clear winter sky, one
can enjoy listening to the music and seeing the

enormous mountain Olympus from the city.
One can walk or use bicycle to travel around the town
to experience beautiful nature, deep history or high technology architect. Seattle is a big
city that is not too busy. It is a perfect place to study and work in.

References:

Seattle. Retrieved from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seattle 13 March 2018
Visit Seattle. Things to do. Retrieved from https://www.visitseattle.org/ 12 March 2018
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* heep://altertrade.jp/coffee/basics

* http://coffec.ajca.or.jp/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/data09_201711.pdf
* http://seattle-syudyabroad.jp/2016/07/09/seattle-cafe/

@ — b — DL HALHE

* heep://altertrade.jp/coffee/basics

* https://mizunome-ru.jp/coffee-type

@7 M RI-L—IIHT LRH

* hetp://www.tenpo.biz/tentsu/entry/2018/02/02/100000

* hetps://macaro-ni.jp/26233

@15 7DI—b -T2

* heep://hackcoffeebeans.com/italy/

@1y —/Ny 7 AZHT HiLH

- hetp://kentasaka.hungry.jp/star/archives/4028
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7.2.7

Out of all places we visited in Seattle, I would like
to share about some of my favorite places. We spent
most time in the University of Washington. It took me
a while to understand that the abbreviation Udub
comes from the initial, UW which is pronounced as
yoo-dub-eul-yoo. The university is very big with

museums, bowling facility, gymnasium and stadium

included inside. Since the university is quite historical, 7 Vashin
I can feel the greatness of the place walking around the campus. Interestingly, the campus is
famous for cherry blossom. Teachers and students are very kind to us during a barbeque
party hosted by people from material science and engineering. The university library and
bookstore are very rich with books. I like that the bookstore connects with local by holding
a bookmark competition for adults and children from the area. We got a chance to
participate in classes and listen to presentation from Smart Transportation And Research
(STAR) laboratory. I learned that the teaching method for lecture class in the United States
is not significantly different from the one in Japan, however, the students are. Before the
class starts, students play with each other normally but as soon as the teacher speak, no one
looks down at the phone or falls asleep. I wonder if high competitiveness in the country
might be one of the reason they are relatively more active.

- / During the visit to Boeing Company in Everett, I
/ / .

got to learn about famous plane model and its
production procedure in the biggest building in the
world designed for the assemble of Boeing 787. The
assembling line is different from a traditional conveyer
system. All parts of the plane will slowly move toward
the runway while getting assembled. The guide

explained to us that the system was inspired by the Japanese idea of having things prepared
just in time and it saved the company both money and time. Different parts of the plane
come from different parts of the world. It is very interesting that they decide to spend
money and time on transportation of the parts from different factories to guarantee that
they come from expert companies. Another possible reason is the transportation cost is still
cheaper compared to tax for manufacturing everything in the United States. I am
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impressed by our guide. She told us that despite all the plane expert look she has, she is a
communicator with background in television production. She talks to experts about the
technical issues and tell the story again in her own easy-to-understand language.

Due to my major, I studied a lot about sustainable

 pecple in the U.S. can get clean
s Mast | ph S Con:

development goal and developing country. In Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation which is free to public, I
got to learn the way people with big budget and data
use their resource for others. They give out money to
local experts who know how to solve the problems and
assist them with data and researchers they have. The
exhibition tries to inform people more about the
situation and developing countries and inspire them
to take their steps as well.

[ also visited a playground called Artist at play next to Museum of Pop Culture (MoPOP).
There, seeing children playing together and parents watching from far with proud eyes, I
can feel the sense of community within the busy city. The playground circled around an
idea of music and sound. Kids can walk in a maze drawn on the ground, work out riddle on
metal plates, slide down small grass hills or whisper to each other from different sides of the
field through yellow tubes that carry the voice underground. The place acts as a wonderful
playground and an interesting piece of art at the same time. This is because it was created
under collaboration of artists, landscape artists and play equipment specialists under the
opinion from Seattle’s children.

ts at pla:

We visited historical museums as well. Wingluke museum is located in China town
international district. Its exhibition is about Asians in Seattle. I like an exhibition called
“Teardrops and Wound’ which talks about war. It uses art to convey the message without
using any further explanation. The piece I like the most shows familiar toy, plastic soldier,
in everyday life activity. Soldier is usually linked to an image of war and violence, the
exhibited art piece reminds people that soldier is actually normal human with similar basic
need. I think that the message and the communication method is very powerful.
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n Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park. The exhibition makes us follow gold
seekers from the beginning of Gold Rush period, through obstacles until different endings
according to different people. According to a study from the Journal of Risk and
Uncertainty, people tend to care more about individual rather than dry statistic, so I think
that character narrating method is very effective.

We visited Bullitt center. Ms. Deborah Sigler, the program coordinator gave us a lively
tour. Similar to the guide in Boeing Everett, Ms. Deborah guided us perfectly even though
she is not an architect. The idea of the center is interesting. It states clearly that the goal is
to be a model for other buildings that building living building with zero waste is possible.
Living building means that it is self-sustain. It can produce its own energy with solar cells
and recycle most of the waste.

From visiting many institutes, I found out that successful institutes all have concrete goal.
Clear vision will guide all action towards the success thus reduce budget and work needed
to be done. It seems simple but I suppose it is the key idea that can also be applied to any
decision in our lives.
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My initial expectation for this program is to experience the United States, learn from
different institutes, and get to know people. At the end of the trip, I supposed I met all my
goals.

I found the United States an interesting place to be. The United States is a huge country
with great diversity. Recognizing the diversity, people tend to show openness to not
upsetting anyone. Greeting from anyone on the street is common. Following the size of the
country, there are variation of every products on shelves which lead to paradox of choice.
This applies to employers, so Americans and its advertising business have to be outstanding.

During my stay in Seattle I got to talk to many interesting strangers which led me to an
extraordinary experience. I exchanged thought with a man, about 60 years old, who spent
his spare time apart from his work in train maintenance talking to people working in the
hotel and analyzing the guests. I learned how he as an American think about America and
also how he deals with people from manager to mechanics with different approaches. I also
listened to a hotel worker about how the coming of Amazon and other big companies is
raising up the living cost in the city undil it is difficult for locals to make a living in the area.
I also got a chance to walk around Amazon buildings under a guide from a random person
I met on the street who turned out to be an Amazon employee who participated in
designing e-book for Kindle.

Experience from talking to strangers and also friends and teachers in the group taught
me that opportunity to learn is everywhere. People are libraries with thousands of books of
personal experience that are ready to share if one is open enough to sit down and listen.
This realization made me appreciate the charm of unique individual more.

During the trip, I kept seeing issue about communication everywhere which confirm to
me that I really like communication. My goal now is to use the knowledge from different
fields to mediate transdisciplinary work, as a science communicator to be precise.

Every time I go to an unfamiliar place, I revisit the idea that people stay active and not
receive things for grant when they go to an unusual place. That is one of the reasons why
people tend to learn best on a field trip. However, people should ‘stay hungry, stay foolish’
in every situation. Every day never be the same, all small variety in the day can mean more
if one chooses to notice. Therefore, the program made me promise myself again to being
fully conscious and make the best out of today every day, everywhere.

During the program I got to spend time with friends and teachers. At the beginning, I
was nervous to be the only one not fluent in Japanese, but at the end of the trip, the
kindness of everyone made me feel lucky to join the program with the group. This program
gave me so much opportunity to get out of my comfort zone, study different country and
get to know interesting people. I am sure that this experience will be the lasting one that
will have positive impact on my life later on.

Finally, I would like to say thank you to Tokyo Institute of Technology, University of
Washington, teachers, GSEC staffs, friends, people I met during the trip including
volunteers in the bookstore who talked to me, and lastly, myself for this extraordinary
experience.
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